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SELF-SERVING POLITICIANS.

Writing about politicians, and yes, many times that term is preceded by corrupt these days, means a writer pretty much never runs out of something to write about.  The recent weeks and weeks of debate on increasing the debt limit is cause for asking questions of a different nature.  


As this debate wore on and on and on, it reached that same point as many others do – the ace in the hole – it’s time to scare all the elderly, the disabled, the military, all those who depend on entitlements to keep from starving to death, paying the electricity in the hellacious heat killing people in various parts of the country and oh yes, food.  


“Entitlement” has become somewhat of a dirty word used by grubby politicians as the cause of America’s financial problems, as though recipients are receiving a hand out or welfare.  Lost in the rhetoric is that huge percentage of recipients who worked long and hard all their lives paying into the system – paying withholding taxes and Social Security which like it or not, is another name for taxes.  Politicians came up with yet another tax, Medicare, which has been withheld from pay checks for decades, more than four decades!  

The slur now attached to “entitlements” is unconscionable.  The new politicians in Congress seem to be totally oblivious of the number of Americans dependant on Social Security, disability and military families living paycheck-to-paycheck.  Perhaps a better description is that fact is purposely ignored, after all, that number of Americans is the easiest group to blame.  Imagine fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan while worrying if your family back in America will receive the military pay you are owed, or God for bid, is entitled to!  


What are today’s politicians about?  Far too many follow the example set by Colorado’s Representative Scott Tipton, a business owner from Cortez, whose actions during the first few months of his term demonstrate a willingness to use the position to further his, his daughter’s and a nephew’s entrepreneurial endeavors, in addition to the most generous payments to his Washington staff, more than any new member of Congress.  We can only imagine what is in store once he learns the ropes of Washington.  


Tipton ran as a fiscal conservative, but apparently that was a political ploy that played well against John Salazar who fell pray to the anti-incumbent campaign waged throughout the 2010 campaign.  Colorado reaped the good fortune though in having a farmer/rancher in charge of its Department of Agriculture rather than some Denver stuffed shirt, uninformed, well-connected politician.  

In all the rhetoric over the debt limit, did any politician threaten to cut one penny of foreign aid such as those billions GIVEN annually to Egypt ($1.3 billion in military aid or more than $200 million in economic aid)?  Did any one politician from either side of the aisle suggest imposition of a minimum tax on corporations such as General Electric, who paid no tax on $5.1 billion in 2010 profits, yet continues to ship jobs overseas?  


American politicians are so disengaged from the American people, it is as if they are clueless as to who elected them and who they represent.  Once in Washington, they represent themselves and are not accountable to those without whose vote they would not be in Washington.  


Justice, if there is such a thing, would be for not one incumbent to be re-elected in the next election!  But listening to the “older, more experienced” politicians such as New York Democrat Chuck E. Schumer, the new crop of politicians in Washington are uninformed and do not recognize what default by America would mean.  
Maybe the new and better way of referring to politicians is “grubby corrupt politicians.”  
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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